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He E ſtates Parliament new conveencd in the 
E T; ft Seſsion ut firft trieunall Parliament , Ha- 
- heard the Declaration. preſented unto ) them 
. ay Commiſsioners of the Generall Aſſembly read in _ 
their audience, received the ſamen cheer fully as a ſeaſons- 
ble Declaration, and appoints the ſamen to be Printed and 
publiſhed, and ordains the Earle of Caſsils Vice Preſident 
Fe Parliament, to givethanks from the Parliament to the 
Conmiſcioners of the Generall Aſſembly for their care, | 
———— an vigulancieexpreſt theremtill. } 
I Eq Alcx. Gibſone Cler, eh | 


_ 'S$ Andr.: 11:Decemb. 16 45%, ; Oe 
T He Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſembly” Ds 


Ordain thu Declaration ta be forthwith Printed 
an pe and ſent to Saf ior with all di- | 
requires each Pregbyter immediatly af! aft ter the a 
; recert thereof , to take ſpeedie conrſe for the reading of it 
| in every congregation within their bounds upon the Lords 
bay after the_Forenoon Sermon and before the Bleſsing ; 
E And that they report account of their gilt gence. ber | | 
| _ the frſt convenience h "A 
| A. Ke x wi | 


ligence, 4 
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eA Declaration from the Commiſion of 
the Generall eAſſembly. 


CPOR T hath been our conſtant cuſtome 

F23 and continuall care , from the ſence: 

= 'of thetruſt committed unto us," ro 

>YES give warning unto this Kirk and 
2X Kingdom of their condition and 
ES WEIS dutic ; and it cannot be but very 
ſcalonable an neceflary at thistime , to declare and 
make known our judgement of the carriage. of: the 
people of the Land, in the day of darkneſſe and hour 
of rempration, that they who have ſtood way; Ede 
matter of encouragement and, praiſe, and ſuch as 
have fallen may recover themſelves and repent. 

We were void of underſtanding 'if we ſhould not 
obſerve, and more then ungrate if we ſhould notac- 
knowledge the loving kindneſfe of the Lord towards 
us, in the midſt of our confuſionsandifears: Temp- 
rations were many and fierce , becaufe of the power 
and pride of an infolent enemy,, whoſe blaſphemies 
and crueltie is matrer of abomination-unto this, and 
ſhall be a wonder unto = following generation, 

Jen HE. 2 + nd 


(2) 
yer was there a remnant who. reſerved their inte- 


Sritie , entertaining all thoughts of backſliding and. 


complying with-the adverſary with indignation and 
deteſt; patiently ſuffering the ſpoiling of their goods, 
the loſfe of their friends; and expence of their blood; 


ftanding tothe Canſe of God in the midſt of diffi- 
culties and ſtraits, neither feating rhe threars.nor re- 
_ garding the promiſes of ſuch as oppolethe famine: 


Theſe, as they be for a-name of- joy and praiſe unto 


| the moſt thigh , the excellencie of whoſe power is 


perfited in- weakneſle ; ſo for a witnefle -unto the 
Truth and to: the work of Reformation, and for's 
ſhame and reproath unto the haters of Zion , whole 
ſubrtilty and violence is more then conquered by the- 
faith and patience of rhe Saints. We cannot bur. 


think that unto'ſuchrhe teſtimony of integrity from”: 


within muſt needs be-more comfortable, then the re-' 
membrance of any ſufferings or loſſes irom without. 
can be grievous” and are perſwaded, thar as their 
name is precious amongſt men, ſo ſhall their reward 
be great inheaven.. | ; ED 

Yer is it matter of much forrow andaſtoniſhment 


- untous;thatinthe land of uprightneſſe fo many thould 


have done fooliſhly , and notwithſtanding of all char 


- work of power and mercy whith their eyes: have 


feen,and of theirown. vows and promiſes fallen from 
their excellencie, and rurned aſtde unto corrupt and 


- crooked wayes with the workers of iniquity. The 


bond of the-Covenanrt is ſuch, as every religious. 
hearccatnnotbut remember the violation thereof with: 
horrour and trembling ; yer hath-the Oath of God 
been forgotten and deſpited by many. It; were but. 
FE | the 


% 


the renewing of our grief, and tedious unto the hear- 
ers', to reckon up all thoſe things whereig men miſ- 
carried in the day of tryall ; neither can we attain the 
knowledge of all the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 
which hate the light, and love to vail themſelves un- 

- der a ſhadow of ſecrecie and darknefſe: We deſire 
every man toturn his eyes upon himſelf, and to read 
in his own conſcience whether his carriage hath been 
in all things anſwerable unto that which he ſwore. 
unto the Lord. Ir beſeems our compaſſion, and is 
worthy of -our care , to lay open the cauſes and evil 
of this defeRion , that we may with: meekneſſe inſtruct 
thoſe that have tallen or oppoſed themſelves, if God pir- 
adventure will give them repentauce unto the arknom- 

| ledams of the truth, © EEE Tees | 

- ."'Ir is the admirable way of the working of the 

| wifdome of God, to over-ruleall the purpoſes and 
ations of the fons of men unto-his own ends: He 
whoſe wayes towards us have all been mercy and 
trueth, meant a diſcoverie of thofe whole indifferen- 
cie or treachery would ere long have procured a ſure 
and fenſible rune unto us ; and now hath he brought 

"oye his purpoſe to paſſe. This is a mercy which being 

rightly managed may countervail all our ſufferings 

and pains , and prove very wholfomeunto the Land 
and adyantagious unto the Cauſe of God. | 

[ls [ct is not any ſtrength of reaſon on the ſide of our 

1 adverſaries that could have: ſhaken ſo many, their. 
| pretexts of the Kings ſervice, our Rebellion,and ſuch 
| like, asthey are poore and void of traeth in them- 
| felves, ſo do they eafily evaniſh-before everydiſ- 
nA  cerning and rationall-inan. ” ſervice of "Kings ts 
| . 3 noL 


. 


Us i Pie. 4 


a" 


=& 


| 4. 
not to cut down thouſands of their faithfull and loy» 


pil ſubje&ts, whole multitude : js their glory and. 
| irength, butco do thoſe things which the Laws of 


the Kingdom preſcribe , and that are conſonant unto 


| thewill of God , and unto the wealth of - the-people, 


whoſe lafety is the ſupream:Law and main ſtudie of 
every King ruling in righteouſneſſe and judgement, 
Our ſoulsare not privie unto, and our actions plead 
us innocent from the guilt of Treafon and Rebellion 5 
aur witneſſe is in heaven, and our record is on high , that 
it was never our purpole or intention to ſubvert law- 
full Soveraigntie , nor to encroach upon any of the 
due rights and priviledges of the ſame; and we truſt 
that whiles we live nothing ſhall cſcape us to the 
contrary. os 
Weareableto juſtifie our union with England, as 
ane undenyable teſtimonie of our dutic unto our bre- 


chren in the time of their ſtraits by the: Popiſh and 


Prelaticall partie, as a neceſſary mean of our own de- 
fence,and of the preſervation of Religion in its purity 
and power in this, and of its Reformarion in the 
geighbour Lands., and fureſt bulwark of a ſtable and 


continuing peace betwixt the Kingdoms. The League 


and Covenant with England, as it, was ſtudied and ſer 
on foot in the dayes-of our fathers at Barwick inthe 


yeer 1586; ſo was it from the beginning of this glo» + 


rious work of Reformation. endeavoured by our 
ſelves, as ſtands-upon record in the Articles of the 
large Treatie , unto which ſome of thoſe who have 
now fallen to.oppoſle it., were then neither ſtrangers 
nor adverſaries. Both- Covenants, in regard of the 
principals whence they-ifſue , the heads which-they 

| SE contain, 


« —Si 


contain, and the ends which they purſe, are one and 


the ſame: And that the extent of the laſt.unto out. 


dear brethren in England ſhould procure enmitie to 
the intentions and ſubſtance of: the firſt, ſeems ro us 
to be a riddle, which none can'refolve bur perfidious 
Rebels who have made ſhipwrack of a good con- 
ſcience. DE PEE | | 
Who can but be amazed to hear the treacherous. 
defignes and bloody praQtiſes of perjared men, palliat 
under a pretence of the proſecution of the ends of our- 
nationall Covenant : We know that Fames Grahame 
then Earle of Montroſe , now an excommunicate and 
forefaulted-Traitour , did with tears in hiseyes, and 
both his hands lifted up to heaven , ſwear unto the 
Lordinthe publike aſſembly of his people to .build 
thoſerhings which he now deſtroyes, and todeſtroy 
thoſethings which he now builds; though the Kings: 
Majeftie , of whoſe aurhoriry he now pretends to be 


ſo zealous, had not then given his royall.conſent and. 


approbation unto our affairs: Bur we do as well know 
that he proved unſtable, and light as water : His am- 
bition , as it made him impatient of his own condi- 
tion; and of the eſtimation of thoſe of better deſer- 
ving then himſelf, ſo to hearken to the promiſes of 
the Court, and to ſtudie a fation.-within, andto en- 
rertain ſecret correſpondence and intelligence with 
theadverſe partie withoutthe Kingdom, Andrhough 
thoſe his baſe and treacherous wayes were divers 
times diſcovered, yer did he ftill drive his own croo- 
ked deſignes ,. untill. at length .he was ſhut up in 
priſon, where if he had not. met wich more mexr- 
cie then” juſtice ,. the due: reward: of his iniquitie 


had 
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had anticipate all that. miſchiefe which hee now 
acts. 


Not long after his enlargement ( contrary to his 


_ 


own promileand At 'ot Parliament thereancnt ) he. 
'betook himſelf ro Court, where to the utmoſt ot his 


wit and powet he did foment and maintain that un- 
naturall and bloody War, ſet on foot by the malig- 


nant partie in England , againſt his Majeſties loyall 


ſubje&s there, contrary to the Articles of the large 
Treatie betwixt the Kingdoms; and laboured to be- 


ger and increaſe jealouſies in the Kings minde con-. 
cerning the intention of his ſubjects in this land: 


Neither dit he ſatisfie himſelf with private whiſper- 


ings, but was ſoimpudent as to preſent co his Maje- 


ſtie and the pretended Parliament at Oxford, a railing 
Libell, wherein he accuſeth. our Parliaments and 
Committees ( which have been in ail things, rao{t 
tender of the Kings juſt greatneſſe ITY ) as 
treacherous in their proceedings, and the ſolemne 


League and Covenant ( which hath been a mean of 


many bleſſings and much conſolation unto the Lords 


people ) as daminable*, Offering himſelf and the ut-" 
moſt of his endeavours againſt the ſame , Andnever -- 
did he teaſe untill he obtained a Commiſſion for in- 


vading' his native Countrey, and came within the 
confines thereof in an hoſtile way ; whence he was 


ſhamefully repulſed and forced to flee back into Exg- 
' land, where he found cold entertainmentof his own 


partie ,. becauſe his ſucceſle had not anſwered his un- 
dertakings.. 


Whileſt hithſelf was now deſpiſed, and his hopes. © 


forlorn in both Nations, this Kingdome was inyaded 
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Vlinded by the god of this wotld;cannor bur enerraiy 
rhisHis Profeſſion ,'focentraryto fen'e and Trafon, 
LTHF-ATIVET T0979!) 


” , _ 


Py 
+0 ofa bat as a F 
\. 267 ONS 


(8) 


cheftaffin, their hand was bis indignation; becauſe af * 


our contempt of the Golpel,/ ingratitude;. confidence 
inth3 arm of flcſh,murmurings and repinings, .delay+ 


ing of Juſtice , walking unanſwerable to the Cove+ 
_ qantandrthe like, were luch inſtruments armed againſh 


us,to.corret us, and hardenthemfelves unto the day 


of their juſt deftructian, . - 


A 


heads of our en&inies, whereof we have already.com- 


fortable experiehce. .. 


_ Tis our hearrs deſire and hope, that all this court 
of providence,thus abuſed by men void of underſtan- 


ding, may be improven by our ſelves as a mean of ſe 
_ Hous and ſound humiliation, that we may ſearch and 
try Gur wayes,and turn again unto the Lord, who will 


do 
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_ d>good unto ms, becauſe of the nailing. of ar adverſa: 

_ _ ries; notwithſtandingot all calumnies and reproaches, 
the righreoufneſſe of our cauſe ſhall be-counted- of ts - 3 
our glory,and in ah, poo it; we will 0 | 4 
fegvriie {om ws 5 our righteonſneſſe we will fill bold faſt; | 
and not let it go, and our hee T AY nar repeadch « fo-lox 1 


as we live ;yea,though our adverſarieswould write a:boo 

againſt ws, ſurely we would take js ow-our ſhoulder and bind. 
"*Fherrue arid real'canſes of our back-ſliding are robe 
| ſ6ightaitiongibonrſelves.TfalltheWarchmen ofrtiq 
| houſeof Ifract had"binfairhfal & zcatous indifcharge 
| of theirruſt then hid theLordupeapleberrer known. 
| rhe excellencyoftheGoſpel;&ſtmek:clotertothepye: 
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fuſionof the {arae;becxvie ofche yegſigeneo nu peu. 

verſnesof fome of rhoſe;have many hatred forwantof. 

inſtruction & lack of knowTedge;bur fromirhe corrup+ 
1 rions which nien have harbouredin theirownbreaſts,, 
| harhimfatilyiſſucd all the degrees oftheir declination - 
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There be amongſt us many” rotten and? hollow 
hearrts,who though they joyned with us through fub- | 
riltie or fear, did (till abide #the gall of bitterneſs, "wad _ 


| . not ſufficiently examined! ,”nor rightly © confidered 


| her;ibeckuſt ſeof her ls 


of a good conſcience, than to ſuffer. the-ſpoyling- of 
their Goods;and tuineoftheir Eſtates: And: Atheiſme 
prevailes in nariy;-whichas it-is not acquainted with! 
the excellencie of J= $15: Crzr:sr,nor with thepre- 
ciouſneſſeand ſweerneſſe of his wayes-, ſo hath itino, 
. Tegardito.his\Commandmentsto obey them-nor re-; 
ſpe&to-his Golpelcoſufferanything forits And fee- 
ing formalitie and profanitie abounds , is ir'not Juſt 
 with-G OD. eg ſend them. ſtrong deluſion cobelieve 
« (865: who:dq;net receive the Truth iin-love: ;, And 
what-if 'ſome-being puft up. in/mind ; have, trufted 
tothe power of their own ſtrength, and 'negleQed 
| { AuWoy that mighty One , upon-whom our help 
SRL SiS $5543 361 gt bids TDD 253376 91507 
-:/Though wecannotburthink ,,/ that all ſuchas.are 
_ notpgiven up to deluſion and hardnefle of heart, have 
glre3dy begun'to conſider the evill of their wayes;and 
to remembertheir inconſtancie with deteſtation-and 
| ſorrow +. yet, for convincing of the obſtinate;, reclaie - 
ming of che more flexible,and-increafing ofthe repen- 
tance of thoſe who deſire ro-loathe themſelves; be- 
cauſe of their back-ſliding,wecannor. but diſcoverthe 
guiltinefſe char many involved themſelves ingo, in the 
houre oremptation' that.came upon the Lang. - | fa 
” © 0 | there 
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broke fo in open —_— 0X57 ann neu- 


rralitie is no lefſeagainſt our Oath ,.then: 
enimitie: And whatal{oifitbe as odious: inthefghr 
of G O Di, who ſpues. the lukewarme: our of this 
mouth * How then ſhall-we judge of backs {liding jand 
expaile malignancie.: ? Surely diſebedicnce.unto; 
Hekpy FOBL Oe + ts inthe ſame; commendi 

VErzaries their purpole,pawer,or: carriagezerk 
cing the qo nba ag Work of Reformation., be 
bur che. bitter. fruits-of an evill.heart ,dil-affeced: it 
he truth;8c clea ing £o.the love ofcl : p 
dy the obſtraction and dikappo 
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imply fabmiffion- unto! a perfidious'RebelF; and" the” 
Fnommenemy obthe Lenguozod Covenane with Eng Eng! 
1d;20mg ocrodriveche peopleofrcheLand fro 
_liciodueie ior the Covenant,' to @ complyarice with. 
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| Wecanno 7 Socbnhs feats ofthoſe judgendeats. B . 
thatlyes:beavy upon the Land -, and from that wrath | 
thar-ftil oor, Roe every mano vis and. g 


a0 min and ore mindethe Cer & G OD, than | 
T advai Ler Paſtors feed the flock of-. 

3 exealoys inadvancingthe Work. 
ormation,ant ofthe Houſe of GO D: 
lex every omtin his ſtation ; - mindethoſe things, 
: nto thi ord hath called him. Though webe 
Afliied d ore broken , yet if wee return unto the 
Lord,he will have mercy on us, and heal us ; Hath be 

lready begungo revive us,and to raiſe usup 5... 11 
Irs a mercy wolthy to be had ineverlaſting remems 
brance ce.that oe ie day ofthe power &prideof our cru- 
ell and LT inlnndmirs,che Lord ſhould have ſhewed 

imſclfglorious & mighty to give vitory &ſalyati- 
Pp Ford ,ohen our hopes were neat gone: We | | 
w.congition,not onely at.the weakeſt, bur | 
atthe worſt. under the guilt of many provocati: F 
ons, repining as agnſt the Lord, and baſting to the 
F pttres of the Deſtroyer: yerthe Preſeryer of men had 
TOA! unto uo keep us from deſtrution;and ro'eale 
al avenge us of 1 any of our adyerſaries, whoſe car- Y 
ade, $dungunto cthecarth.in the day of his | 
| indignation. Ifafterſogrext a mercy, any F. 
: taund amongſt us to urn away from the 
] again.tc «wage unto , or comply with che 
Enemiesof hisurth , they could not bur fin ag 
their own ſouls > go: a— the eyes of his = oa 


unti 


 -Antil there wereno —_ We beſeeely all the L 
_ Peoplethroughoutthe Land , nay:we Charg 
'.- beforeGO Dandthe Lord Js n:5\s: Car LIST. - powvophg LIÞ 
"- - fhalljudgerhequick andthe dead ;, to: hold faſt rhe 
j  Truthinlove, to have regard tothe lo 7 Wthe Son : 
of GOD, the excellency ofthe Golpel,- ns 
and inviolable Bond of the Covenant., the beaury of — 1 
| the Work of Reformation , and the-w: Ire 1ofagood- 2. 
Conſtience,above all earth! ladfon. jad Ars = if >>, "a 
and from the due ſenſe ip 4 apprehen of * | 2 
things,to arme themſelves-with fiyoprg refe ly tions:$*-. > 
gainſt all the degrees of back-ſliding or complying 
with.the Enemy; That they bens: moreas Reeds ſha- - . © 
ken with the winde; but.charthey may gi Ef "mi 
of their Faith, Patience and Courage;in:rhe 
all che difficulties - and traits  whiah 


and will nor fe er ze to be pane. aut that we are able, © 
but will with the temptation-alſo make amay to eſcape, that  * 
' we may be able to Fu; i 'The rod f the-wicked ſhall not : 
| reſt too long uponthe lot of the righteous, 1 
Lord hath performed his whole work mponanount Z100 and 
pon Feruſalem , he will puniſh the jenituf theiffowt heart: 
of the proud Enemy, and bring dawnaghe-2/ory of his. 
p high looks : Then ſhall all rhe harers pf Zion-be afto»: | 

| niſhed and confounded, but the-LordsPeople ſhillbe 
| glad and rejoyce in his ſalvation. $2 FL SER, 195, 3.7 OR 
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